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John Rowat 

Business listing for John Rowat in 1888 

By 1905, the business address was 105 
East 6th Street.  This would be the 

corner of East 6th Street and Vine Street. 
 

This is a business listing for the Rowat Cut Stone Company  
in the 1920 Des Moines City Directory. 

Notice that Thomas Rowat, John Rowat’s son, is listed as manager. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
According to recent articles in local 
newspapers, the Rowat Stone Company 
was established in 1882.  In the Des 
Moines city directories, John Rowat was 
listed as a stonecutter and contractor 
between 1882 and 1888.  Not until 1888 
did the Des Moines City Directory 
include a business listing for Rowat Cut 
Stone.  The 1888 listing placed the 
business south of Court Avenue on East 
Second Street at Vine Street.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
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The Rowat Cut Stone Company in the early 1900s 
 

The Rowat Cut Stone Company building front in 2017 
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Information Provided by the Rowat Family 
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The picture above was provided by the 
Rowat family.  It reportedly shows some 

of the men who helped construct the 
Iowa State Capitol.  The arrow points to 
John Rowat.  Although this photograph 

cannot be verified with the Capitol 
records currently available, there were 

many small wooden structures built 
around the Capitol at the time of its 

construction, and the stone shown in the 
photo closely resembles the granite used 

in the base course around the entire 
Capitol, as seen in the photo to the right. 

 
The Rowat Stone Company History 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.rowatcutstoneandmarble.com/tradition/history.aspx
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This is a picture of the workers during the construction of the Iowa 
State Capitol.  No information exists as to what type of laborers these 
men were or if one of them was John Rowat. 
 
The family information states that Rowat arrived in Des Moines in 1872; 
however, he is not listed in the city directory until 1877.  The family 
information also relates that it took 12 years to build the Capitol.  It 
actually took 15 years (1871-1886).  The Capitol Commissioners’ 
reports of 1874-1875 verify the process of cutting the stone for the 
stonecutters working on the Capitol.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 

The Capitol construction crew 
 

Could this be 
John Rowat? 

John Rowat 
photo from 

previous page 
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